
Texas Monthly 

Month 5  

Month 5 the Eight Pointed Star Block, the Pinwheel Block 
with Quarter Square Triangles, and the Panhandle Block.   

 

Cutting 
 

I like to start out by pressing all of my fabrics.  Then it is time 
for cutting!!!  I like to cut all of my pieces for all of my blocks 
at the start.  Just be sure to keep them in piles separate for each 
block.   

 
 

And with all your pieces cut . . . you are ready to move on to 
the first block. 
 

The Eight Pointed Star Block 
 

 

First up, draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of your 8 
colored squares.   Pair your colored squares as shown.   We 
will be using the squares on the top of each pairing first.  
(Fabric 18, 15, 2, and 16)   

 

 
 

Place a marked square onto the left hand side of a Background 
rectangle as shown.   Stitch a seam directly on the drawn line.  
 Trim a 1/4" away from the stitched line.  Press towards the 
Print triangle.   Repeat for all 4 squares in the first pairing.    

 

 
 

Now we will repeat on the right hand side.  Be sure to match 
up your fabric pairings as shown in the first picture.   Place a 
marked square onto the right hand side of the pieced 
Background rectangle as shown.   Stitch a seam directly on the 
drawn line.   Trim a 1/4" away from the stitched line.  Press 
towards the Print triangle.   Repeat for all 4 squares making 4 
Flying Geese Units.    

 

 



Layout the 4 Flying Geese Units, 4 Background Squares, and 
Center Print square as shown below.  Isn't that center fabric 
just so fun!!!   

 

 
 

Place the right and left hand column pieces onto the center 
column pieces with right sides together.   Align and pin if 
desired.   Stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge of all the units.  
 On the center unit, if you take care to stitch directly through 
the center of the thread X created from the flying geese units, 
you will get a perfect point on your stars ;)   

 

 
 

Press the top and bottom row outwards towards the 
Background squares.   Press the center row inwards towards 
the Print square.  This will allow you to nest your rows.   

 

 

Place the top and bottom row onto the center rows with right 
sides together.   Align and pin if desired or you can just nest 
the seams.   Stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge of all the units.  
Again, stitch directly through the center of the thread X for 
perfect points ;)    Press the seams open.   

 

 
 

And just like that, you have a super fun Eight Pointed Star 
Block that should measure 14 1/2" x 14 1/2" unfinished.   

 

 
 

So now you are ready to move onto to making two of the . . .  

 
Pinwheel Block with Quarter Square 

Triangles  
 

 



We will start with those little triangles.   Align the 
Background triangle onto the Light Blue triangle with right 
sides together and stitch a 1/4" seam along the edge.   Press 
the seam towards the Light Blue triangle.   Trim the dog ear 
from the corner.  Repeat to make 4 Pieced Triangles.   

 

 
 

Now, align the Pieced Triangle onto the larger Dark Blue 
Triangle with right sides together and pin and stitch a 1/4" 
seam along the edge.   Press the seam towards the Dark Blue 
triangle.   Trim the dog ears from the corner.  Repeat to make 
4 Pieced Squares.   

 

 
 

Now layout the four Pieced Squares as shown to create a 
Pinwheel.   

 

 
 

Place the right hand pieces in each row onto the left hand 
pieces with right sides together  Align, pin, and stitch a 1/4" 
seam along the two pinned edges.   

 

 
 

Press the two seams open.   

 

 
 

Place the top row onto the bottom row with right sides 
together.  Align the Center seam and pin.   To ensure a perfect 
point in the center of your Pinwheel, you can use this little pin 
trick to align all the points :)  Stitch a 1/4" seam along the 
pinned edge.  When you reach the center, take care to stitch 
directly across the bottom of the Fabric V to ensure that 
perfect center point.   

 

 



Press the seam open.   And now your Pinwheel is done and we 
just need to add the Quarter Square Triangles to the block.   So 
grab the Background and Green square and draw a diagonal 
line on the wrong side of the Green square.   

 

 
 

Align the two squares with right sides together.   Stitch a 1/4" 
seam on either side of the drawn line.   

 

 
 

Cut on the drawn line and then press the seam allowances 
towards the Green triangles.    

 

 
 

Now draw a diagonal line in the opposite direction of the seam 
on the wrong side of one of the HST's. 

 

 

Align the two squares with right sides together nesting the 
center seam with the green fabrics on opposite sides as 
shown.   Pin in place and then stitch a 1/4" seam on either side 
of the drawn line.   

 

 
 

Cut on the drawn line and then press the seam allowances 
open.  Trim the dog ears from the edges of the Quarter Square 
Triangle Units.  They should not need to be trimmed beyond 
the dog ears ;) 

 

 
 

Layout the two Quarter Square Triangles as shown below with 
the Green Triangles on the sides and Background Triangles on 
the top and bottom.   

 

 
 



Place the top QST onto the bottom QST with right sides 
together.   Align, taking care to match the seams on the 
corners and pin.  Stitch a 1/4" seam along the pinned edge.   

 

 
 

Press the seam open.   Now grab your Pinwheel and layout the 
two blocks as shown.   

 

 
 

Place the Quarter Square Triangle Blocks onto the Pinwheel 
Block with right sides together.  Align the Center seam using 
the pin trick to align all the points :)  Stitch a 1/4" seam along 
the pinned edge taking care to stitch directly across the bottom 
of the Fabric V for a perfect center point.    Press the seam 
open.   

 

 
 

And now you have a beautiful Pinwheel Block with Quarter 
Square Triangles and absolutely perfect points!!!  It should 
measure 6 1/2" x 9 1/2" unfinished.   

 

 
 
 

So now you are ready to move onto to making the . . .  
 

Panhandle Block 
 

 
 

And we are back to Paper Piecing!!!  So grab your Add a 
Quarter Ruler and Folding template, and make 4 copies of the 
Panhandle Block Paper Piecing Template.   

 

 
 



And we have done a lot of Paper Piecing by now, so I will just 
skim over that part.   But if you need a refresher course on 
Paper Piecing, see the Month 2 post ;)     For each of the 4 
Units, you want to Trim the original seam line, Stitch the 2 
piece onto the seam with right sides together, Press outwards 
towards the Background rectangle, and then repeat for the 3 
piece.    
 

 
 

Once all of your Paper Piecing is complete, trim the 4 Units 
along the Outside Line to create your 4 perfect Flying Geese 
Units.   
 

 
 

Now layout the 4 Units as shown with the darkest purple on 
top moving to the lightest.    Then place the Second Unit onto 
the First Unit with right sides together and the Fourth Unit 
onto the Third Unit with right sides together.   Align the edges 
and pin if desired then stitch a 1/4" seam along the two pinned 
edges, taking care to stitch right through the center of the 
thread X for perfect points.   

 

   

Press the seams open.   Then, place the First Pieced Units onto 
the Second Pieced Units with Right Sides Together.    Align 
the edge and pin if desired then stitch a 1/4" seam along the 
pinned edge and through the center of the thread X.    Press the 
seam open.   

 

    
 

And now you have made a beautiful Panhandle Block that 
should measure 5 1/2" x 14 1/2" unfinished.   

 

 
 

And now all your blocks are made!!!!  All that is left for this 
month is to take those blocks and sew them into into Two 
Block Sections!!  So for  

 
Section 1 

 

 
 



Layout the Eight Pointed Star Block and the Indian Paintbrush 
Flower block from Month 2 as shown below.   

 

 
 

Place the Flower Block onto the Star Block with right sides 
together.   Align and pin the edge.   Stitch a 1/4" seam along 
the pinned edge taking care to stitch through the thread X and 
at the bottom of the Fabric V for perfect points.  Press the 
seam open.   

 

 
 

And Section 1 is complete!!!  Super easy :)   

 

 
 

And that leaves us with  

 
 
 

Section 2 
 

 
 

And to start this section, the first thing we need to do is trim 
the adorable Bluebonnet Panel that came with this month's 
fabric.   You will need to trim the panel to measure 8 1/2" tall 
and 9 1/2" wide.   This means you will just be trimming a little 
off the edges, so simply center your ruler and on the panel and 
trim.   I made sure when aligning top to bottom that the Stock 
Number on the panel was outside of the 8 1/2" mark so it 
would be trimmed off when I rotate the panel to trim the final 
side.   

 

 
 

Layout the trimmed panel, the Panhandle Block, the Pinwheel 
Block with Quarter Square Triangles and the Indian Blanket 
Flower Block from Month 2 as shown.  

 

 
 



Place the Pinwheel and QST Block onto the panel with right 
sides together.  Align and Pin the edges.  Stitch a 1/4" seam 
along the edge.  Again, if you take care to stitch directly along 
the bottom of the Fabric V at the seams, you will ensure 
perfect points.   

 

 
 

Press the seam allowance towards the Panel.   

 

 
 

Now, place the Panhandle Block onto the left side of the 
Center Pieced Unit with right sides together.  Align and Pin 
the edge.   Then place the Flower Block onto the right side of 
the Center Pieced Unit with right sides together, aligning and 
pinning the edge.   Stitch a 1/4" seam along the two pinned 
edges, taking care to stitch through the thread X and at the 
bottom of the Fabric V's for perfect points.    Press the two 
seams open.   

 

 

And you are done with Section 2 and that means you are also 
done with Month 5!!!! 

 

 
 

And that is Texas Monthly - Month 5 :) 

If you have any questions on this tutorial, please don't hesitate 
to email me at happyquiltingmelissa@gmail. 

 


